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in some of the very great families, a governess is treated
little better than a common servant. You see then, my
friend, how a scheme, which you and I, in the warmth
of simplicity (which I think will for ever mark our
characters,) might think could be realised speedily, is
in fact almost hopeless. My wife told me that a lady
of pretty good fortune here, who is her relation and
mine, told her that she sent her daughter to a boarding-
school, because she could not afford to keep a second
table for a governess, and she could not bear to have
governess sit at table with her husband and her. In
Scotland I know they are better treated, and perhaps in
the country in England. However it appears to me
that what you wish for your niece can be attained only
in the North, where her connections are, and where her
accent would not be an objection, as it certainly would
be here; or, by your taking her for some time into
your own family, and by degrees getting her recom-
mended to some agreeable situation in the West,
through your means.

As to your nephew, whom you wish to get into
Christ's Hospital, honest David (who, at the same time
that he is accurate and strict as to his own rights and
his own agreements, is truly active in serving his
friends) has already brought me a list of the Governors,
so many of whom, marked with asterisks, have a right
(about once in two years) to present a boy, not a son
of a freeman of London; and amongst them I find
Alderman Clark, who was a friend of Dr. Johnson's, to
whom I shall apply; and our friend Mr. Wilkes, to
whom both you and I may apply. But what I really
think will be the most probable means of attaining to
what I find is an object of much competition, is for you
to get Mr. and Mrs. Gwathen [Gwatkin] to interest Sir
Joshua Reynolds to ask it of Alderman Boydell, the